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In his classic description of the “four sprouts” of goodness cited earlier, Mencius draws out the
consequences in terms of both self-knowledge and knowledge of others: “To have these four sprouts but
to say of oneself that one is unable [to be virtuous] is to rob oneself. To say that one’ s lord is unable [to

be virtuous] is to rob one’s lord.”
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Confucius said, “When I walk along with two others, they may serve me as my teachers. [ will select their
good qualities and follow them, their bad qualities and avoid them.”
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For Confucian thought, knowledge of others thus provides an opportunity through reflection (similar to
“collation”) to enhance self-knowledge as well.
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